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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOLS. 


Report  on  Changes  in  the  Special  Services. 

(a)  The  only  changes  in  the  staff  of  the  School  Medical  Service  during  1939 
were  the  retirement  of  the  Superintendent  Nurse,  and  the  replacement  of  a  clerk. 

( b )  As  all  schools  in  the  City  were  closed  on  the  outbreak  of  war  and 
evacuation  of  the  majority  of  the  school  population  took  place,  the  staff  of  the 
School  Medical  Service  was  transferred  either  to  Air  Raid  Precautions  work  or 
to  school  medical  work  in  the  reception  areas.  (Two  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officers,  one  School  Dentist  and  eight  School  Nurses  were  working  in  the  recep¬ 
tion  areas). 

In  consequence  all  inspections  in  the  evacuation  area  ceased  for  the  time 
being.  In  December  some  schools  having  partly  reopened,  several  members  of 
the  staff  were  recalled,  and  it  was  possible  to  recommence  the  cleanliness  and 
dental  inspections  of  children  who  were  attending  school.  The  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officers  were  able  to  begin  a  nutrition  survey  of  all  the  children  at 
school,  and  a  few  medical  inspection  clinics  were  held. 

(c)  As  pointed  out  in  (b)  the  closing  of  the  schools,  together  with  the  evacua¬ 
tion  of  the  children  and  the  transfer  of  the  staff,  necessitated  all  treatment  being 
suspended  for  a  time,  but  as  in  the  case  of  inspections,  a  resumption  took  place 
when  some  of  the  schools  were  reopened.  The  number  of  meals  centres  were 
curtailed  after  the  outbreak  of  war,  due  to  the  closure  of  the  schools,  so  that  out 
of  a  total  of  17  in  use  before  the  war  the  number  was  reduced  to  8,  but  when  the 
schools  commenced  to  reopen,  it  was  possible  to  increase  the  number  to  12. 
For  the  same  reason  the  supply  of  milk  in  the  schools  ceased  for  a  time,  but  as 
opportunity  arose  the  supply  was  resumed  as  far  as  possible. 

Routine  Medical  Inspection. 

(A)  Routine  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Schools  by  the  Medical  Inspectors. 

School  Doctors  visit  the  whole  of  the  Elementary  Schools  of  the  City  for 
the  purpose  of  medical  inspection,  but  were  only  able  to  devote  eight  months 
of  the  year  to  routine  inspections,  due  to  the  evacuation  which  took  place  at 
the  beginning  of  September. 

The  Routine  Inspection  comprises  three  age  groups  of  children,  namely, 
children  of  five  years,  eight  years  and  twelve  years  of  age  ;  these  are  the  “  Code 
Groups  ”  examined  every  year,  so  that  each  child  should  be  medically  examined 
at  least  three  times  during  its  school  career. 

( B )  Inspection  in  the  Schools  by  Nurses. 

One  of  the  most  important  duties  of  the  School  Nurse  is  to  visit  the  schools 
for  the  purpose  of  “  cleanliness  inspection,”  and  the  aim  is  to  submit  every 
school  in  the  City  to  “  cleanliness  inspection  ”  three  times  during  the  year. 
This  means,  in  practice,  the  inspection  of  every  school  for  this  purpose  during 
the  period— 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOLS. 


3 


(a)  From  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  Easter  : 

( b )  from  Easter  to  the  Midsummer  Holidays  ; 

(c)  from  the  Midsummer  Holidays  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

(C)  The  Inspection  Clinics. 

Three  Medical  Officers  attended  each  afternoon  and  one  each  morning 
until  the  outbreak  of  war,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  “  special  cases.”  These 
include — 

(1)  Cases  referred  by  the  Medical  Officers  themselves  in  the  course  of  routine 

medical  inspection  in  the  schools. 

(2)  Cases  referred  by  School  Nurses  from  the  schools. 

(3)  Cases  referred  by  School  Teachers. 

(4)  Cases  referred  by  the  Attendance  Officers. 

(5)  Cases  in  which  medical  examination  is  requested  by  the  parents. 

During  the  year  1939  the  total  number  of  examinations  of  children  at  the 
Inspection  Clinics  was  11,183. 


Findings  of  Medical  Inspection. 

Uncleanliness. 

The  Nurses  have  been  able  to  visit  all  the  schools  in  the  City  on  two 
occasions  during  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  “  cleanliness  inspection.” 

Tables  showing  prevalence  of  Pediculosis  are  hereby  appended  : — 

Tables  showing  Prevalence  of  Pediculosis  in  Departments  where  all 
the  Scholars  present  were  Examined  by  the  School  Nurses. 


Infants’  Departments. 


BOYS. 

GIRLS. 

No. 

Heads. 

Ver- 

No. 

Heads. 

Ver- 

examin’d 

*A 

B 

C 

minous 

bodies. 

examin’d 

*A 

B 

C 

minous 

bodies. 

(A) 

Aggregate 

Numbers 

7424 

7211 

172 

41 

1 

7315 

5779 

1268 

268 

1 

(B) 

Percentages  — 

97-13 

2-32 

*55 

_ 

_ 

79-00 

17-33 

3-67 

_ 
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Upper  Departments. 


BOYS. 

GIRLS. 

No. 

Heads. 

Ver- 

No. 

Heads. 

Ver- 

examin’d 

*A 

B 

C 

minous 

bodies. 

examin’d 

*A 

B 

C 

minous 

bodies. 

(A) 

Aggregate 

Numbers 

17268 

16775 

404 

89 

6 

17092 

14138 

2461 

493 

3 

(B) 

Percentages 

— 

97-14 

2-34 

•52 

— 

— 

82-72 

14-40 

2-88 

— 

*  Heads  A — Where  neither  vermin  nor  nits  are  present. 
B — Containing  a  small  number  of  nits  only. 

C — Containing  live  vermin  or  numerous  nits. 


Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

In  routine  cases  479  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  enlarged  tonsils  or 
adenoids,  or  both,  whilst  in  addition  723  special  cases  were  found  with  the 
same  condition. 


Tuberculosis. 

Amongst  the  inspection  cases  there  were  31  children  diagnosed  as  suffering 
from  tuberculosis,  6  being  fairly  definite  and  25  suspected  cases. 

Ringworm. 

During  the  year  1939,  no  new  cases  of  scalp  ringworm  but  13  cases  of 
body  ringworm  have  been  under  supervision  at  the  Inspection  Clinic,  and  the 
total  number  of  examinations  in  these  cases  amounted  to  35. 

Alopecia. 

There  have  been  31  new  cases  under  supervision  at  the  Inspection  Centre, 
with  a  total  of  67  examinations. 

The  Treatment  of  Alopecia  by  the  High  Frequency  Current. 

The  use  of  the  high  frequency  current  has  been  continued  during  1939. 
The  children  are  instructed  to  attend  daily. 

Four  boys  and  thirteen  girls  were  under  treatment  in  1939. 

Eczema,  Impetigo  and  Sores. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  these  diseases  under  observation  during  the 
past  year  was  1,972  and  the  number  of  examinations  3,816. 

Scabies. 

There  were  156  cases  under  supervision  and  357  examinations. 
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External  Eye  Disease. 

The  bulk  of  the  cases  of  external  eye  disease  found  on  inspection,  as  usual, 
proved  to  be  conjunctivitis  or  blepharitis  of  a  fairly  mild  type. 

Vision. 

Routine  medical  inspection  in  the  case  of  the  eight-year-old  group  and 
twelve-year-old  group  includes  the  testing  of  vision  by  means  of  the  usual  types 
at  a  distance  of  six  metres. 

Ear  Disease  and  Defective  Hearing. 

The  great  majority  of  cases  of  ear  disease  met  with  in  routine  inspection 
are  children  suffering  from  suppurating  discharge  from  the  middle  ear. 

There  were  502  cases  met  with  by  the  Medical  Inspectors,  and  most  of 
these  were  dealt  with  at  the  School  Clinics. 

Crippling  Defects. 

Among  the  Code  Group  cases  3  children  were  referred  for  treatment  on 
account  of  rickets. 


Following  Up. 

The  work  of  the  following  up  has  been  carried  out  by  (a)  the  School  Medical 
Officers,  and  ( b )  School  Nurses. 

A  large  number  of  cases  seen  in  the  schools  during  the  course  of  routine 
inspection  are  referred  to  the  Inspection  Clinic  for  further  examination  at  a 
later  date. 

During  the  year  the  School  Nurses  paid  over  2,315  home  visits. 

Medical  Treatment. 

A  number  of  defects  requiring  treatment  have  been  dealt  with  under  the 
Local  Authorities’  Scheme  in  the  same  way  as  in  previous  years. 

The  Minor  Ailments  Clinics. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  and  attendances  up  to 
December  31st,  1939  : — 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

New  Cases. . 

1108 

18818 

804 

12580 

1912 

31398 

Attendances . 
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Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

The  Education  Committee  have  an  arrangement  for  the  surgical  treatment 
of  these  cases  at  Hope  Hospital,  and  322  cases  have  been  successfully  operated 
upon  during  the  year. 


Tuberculosis. 

Children  found  to  be  suffering  from  definite  tuberculosis  are  generally 
referred  for  treatment  to  the  Tuberculosis  Department.  A  certain  number  of 
children  suffering  from  suspected  tuberculosis  are  dealt  with  at  the  Open-air 
Schools. 


Skin  Disease. 

Ringworm  of  the  Scalp. 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  between  the  Education  Committee  and 
the  Manchester  and  Salford  Hospital  for  Skin  Diseases  for  suitable  cases  of 
ringworm  to  be  referred  from  the  Clinic  to  the  Skin  Hospital  for  X-ray  treat¬ 
ment.  In  1939  there  were  no  cases  treated.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  compare 
this  with  the  figures  for  the  years  1919  when  there  were  63  cases  of  scalp  ring¬ 
worm,  and  1929  when  the  number  of  cases  was  18. 

Eczema,  Impetigo  and  Sores. 

A  large  number  of  such  cases  are  now  being  dealt  with  very  successfully 
at  the  School  Clinics,  and  many  obstinate  cases  of  impetigo  are  returned  to 
school  after  a  few  days’  treatment. 


Scabies. 

Cases  are  now  treated  daily  by  the  School  Nurses  at  the  Mode  Wheel 
Disinfecting  Station,  and  the  children  are  first  given  a  warm  bath,  after  which 
the  appropriate  remedies  are  applied.  In  most  of  these  cases  the  bedding  is 
also  disinfected.  It  is  found  that  this  treatment  very  considerably  shortens 
the  duration  of  the  disease. 

Ear  Disease  and  Defective  Hearing. 

Cases  of  ear  disease  and  defective  hearing  are  generally  kept  under 
observation  by  the  School  Doctor  at  the  Inspection  Clinic,  and  many  of  these 
receive  treatment  at  the  School  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

The  method  of  dental  inspection  in  the  schools  has  been  altered  to  allow 
of  a  more  speedy  examination,  it  is  hoped  that  by  this  means  it  will  be 
possible  to  inspect  the  teeth  of  all  school  children  twice  annually. 

Altogether  5,500  children  were  treated  at  the  Dental  Clinics,  making  11,525 
attendances.  There  were  11,117  extractions  of  teeth,  3,504  fillings,  1,344  dressings 
and  594  scalings. 
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Crippling  Defects. 

A  number  of  children,  suffering  from  well-marked  ricketty  and  certain 
other  deformities  are  very  successfully  dealt  with  at  the  Greengate  Hospital 
and  Open-air  School. 


Heart  and  Circulation. 

In  all  well-marked  cases  of  heart  disease,  the  parents  were  interviewed 
and  warned  of  the  defect  and  the  children  were  referred  for  further  examination. 
The  teachers  were  also  warned  of  such  defects  and  advised  as  to  the  child’s 
fitness  for  drill  or  otherwise. 

The  Ophthalmic  Clinics. 

The  Ophthalmic  Officer’s  Report  is  appended  herewith  : 

Report  of  the  Ophthalmic  Clinics,  Salford  Education  Committee. 

The  essential  duties  are  performed  at  : — 

(1)  The  Refraction  Clinic,  held  at  the  Education  Office,  Chapel  Street, 

Salford. 

(2)  The  Orthoptic  Clinic  for  the  treatment  of  Squint,  held  at  Chapel 

Street. 

(3)  The  External  Eye  Diseases  Clinic,  held  at  Regent  Road. 

(4)  The  South  Bank  (Partially  Sighted)  Council  School,  Sandy  Lane, 

Pendleton. 


The  Refraction  Clinic. 

There  has  been  little  variation  in  the  incidence  of  any  of  the  eye  diseases 
and  defects  examined  at  the  clinic  during  the  year  1939,  the  aggregate  number 
of  attendances  being  1,694. 


Orthoptic  Clinic. 

The  aim  of  this  clinic  is  to  establish  Single  Binocular  Vision  in  a  case  of 
strabismus,  in  the  shortest  possible  time.  In  order  to  fulfil  this  ideal,  the  equip¬ 
ment  of  the  clinic  must  be  up  to  date,  and  although  at  present  this  includes  a 
synoptophore,  cheiroscope,  and  such  small  devices  as  Maddox  Wing  text,  binocular 
gauge  and  diploscope,  the  need  for  a  myoscope  to  assist  treatments  is  greatly 
felt. 


The  clinic  deals  with  a  large  variety  of  cases.  Patients  of  ages  ranging 
from  2-12  years  attend,  from  small  infants  with  suppression  to  older  children 
with  Heterophoria.  Up  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  nearly  200  new  cases  had  been 
examined  during  1939. 
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The  children  are  referred  to  the  orthoptic  clinic  from  the  ophthalmic  clinic  on 
their  first  visit  before  being  given  mydriatic  drops.  If  they  are  found  to  be 
amblyopic,  occlusion  of  the  sound  eye,  with  plaster  patches,  is  advised,  and  the 
patients  attend  on  an  average  of  once  a  month  for  a  test.  A  great  deal  of 
importance  is  attached  to  this  stage,  and  careful  co-operation  with  patient  and 
parent  is  required.  The  majority  of  parents  are  enthusiastic  and  attendances 
at  the  occlusion  clinics  held  twice  weekly  are  extremely  good  and  regular. 


When  the  vision  of  the  two  eyes  is  equal,  the  squint  favourable  to  a  cure 
by  treatment  alone,  and  the  patient  of  an  age  to  co-operate  satisfactorily,  fusion 
training  is  commenced.  Twice  weekly  treatments  of  25-30  minutes  each  period 
are  given,  6  children  attending  each  session.  The  number  of  treatments  per 
child  required  to  produce  a  satisfactory  cure  varies  from  20-40  or  10-15  hours 
intensive  training.  This,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  patient  has  squinted 
since  infancy,  is  a  remarkably  short  time  in  which  to  effect  a  permanent  cure. 


There  are  300  children  waiting  for  fusion  training  to  be  commenced. 
This  number  increases  weekly  as  visual  acuity  is  equalised  by  occlusion. 
Approximately  50  per  cent,  have  an  angle  too  large  for  curative  treatment 
without  operative  help.  This  is  one  of  the  great  drawbacks  of  the  clinic  at 
present,  and  requires  due  consideration  if  the  percentage  of  cures  is  to  be 
increased.  While  the  results  of  the  clinic  are  encouraging,  it  is  imperative 
that  arrangements  should  be  made  for  surgical  assistance,  if  the  best  results 
which  are  being  aimed  at  are  to  be  obtained.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  children 
over  the  age  of  12  years — and  there  are  many  in  the  schools — have  not  been 
examined,  and  have  not  had  that  treatment  which  their  condition  merits. 
Most  of  these  cases  will  have  reached  school  leaving  age  before  it  has  been 
possible  to  obtain  beneficial  results.  It  therefore  cannot  be  stressed  too  strongly 
that  early  arrangements  for  surgical  assistance,  such  as  are  in  operation  in  all 
up  to  date  clinics,  should  be  completed.  There  are  a  number  of  children  who, 
for  such  reasons  as  intractable  amblyopia,  lack  of  the  fusion  faculty  or  paralysis 
of  muscle,  require  an  operation  for  a  cosmetic  result  only.  These  cannot  be 
dealt  with  owing  to  lack  of  facilities. 


In  addition  to  manifest  squints  there  are  a  number  of  children  who  suffer 
from  Heterophoria,  and  convergence  insufficiency,  causing  headaches  and 
diplopia.  These  cases  respond  well  to  fusion  training,  the  aim  being  not  so 
much  a  scientific  cure  as  a  removal  of  asthenopic  symptoms. 


Children  of  pre-school  age  react  favourably  to  treatment,  which,  at  this 
early  age  must  be  occlusion,  total  or  partial,  of  the  sound  eye.  With  patience 
they  can  be  taught  the  illiterate  “E"  test  and  have  their  vision  recorded.  It 
must  be  emphasised  that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  examine  all  children  of 
pre-school  age  who  squint,  in  order  to  prevent  amblyopia  reaching  a  high  degree 
when  it  is  more  difficult  to  cure. 
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Attendance  at  the  clinic  is  surprisingly  good  and  punctual.  The  number 
of  attendances  being  : — 


Occlusions....  Boys  1,050  Girls  908  Total 

Treatments  ..  Boys  3S1  Girls  356  Total 


1,958 

737 


Many  parents  bring  other  parents  whose  children’s  squint  has  not  been 
previously  noticed  at  school.  This  spontaneous  effort  on  the  part  of  the  parents, 
together  with  the  daily  increasing  number  of  patients  to  the  clinic  should  act 
as  an  incentive,  whereby  a  scheme  involving  operative  help  in  the  treatment 
of  strabismus  must  be  evolved,  if  the  work  of  the  clinic  is  not  to  be  impeded. 


Analysis  of  Patients  Attending  Orthoptic  Clinic. 
Number  Examined  up  to  September,  908. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Occlusions  . 

182 

126 

308 

Treatment  . 

15 

12 

27 

Waiting  list  for  : — • 

1.  Treatment  only . 

52 

50 

102 

2.  Treatment  and  Operation . 

46 

47 

93 

3.  Operation  for  cosmetic  result . 

12 

9 

21 

Too  young  for  : — 

1.  Treatment  only  . 

36 

48 

84 

2.  Operation  and  Treatment . 

34 

36 

70 

Discharged  Cured  . 

17 

21 

38 

Discharged  Cosmetically  Straight  . 

6 

7 

13 

Ceased  Treatment  of  own  accord . 

22 

22 

44 

Failed  to  Report  . 

51 

57 

108 

Total . 

473 

435 

908 

It  is  regrettable  that,  due  to  the  war,  the  work  of  the  Orthoptic  clinic  was 
suspended  for  the  last  four  months  of  1939. 

External  Eye  Diseases  Clinic. 

This  clinic  was  held  once  per  fortnight  at  Regent  Road  until  the  outbreak 
of  war.  When  evacuation  commenced  the  care  of  external  eye  diseases  was 
taken  over  by  the  various  authorities  in  the  reception  areas  to  which  the 
children  had  been  sent.  Since  the  return  of  the  evacuees  at  Christmas,  cases 
have  been  referred  to  the  clinic  held  at  the  Education  Office,  Chapel  Street. 
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SPECIAL  SCHOOLS. 

South  Bank  (Partially  Sighted)  Council  School. 

This  school  has  been  closed  since  the  outbreak  of  war.  Discussion  is  at 
present  proceeding  in  regard  to  the  reopening.  In  the  meantime,  the  majority 
of  the  scholars  have  been  accommodated  in  ordinary  schools,  and  others  were 
evacuated. 

The  number  of  children  admitted  to  South  Bank  during  the  year  was  2 
(1  girl  and  1  boy),  and  the  number  discharged  5  (1  girl  and  4  boys). 

TABLE  S  IVa. 

Summary  of  Cases  seen  by  the  Ophthalmic  Officer  at  the 
Education  Office  during  the  Year  1939. 


A. — Refractions. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

H  vpermetropia . 

59 

78 

137 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism . 

332 

279 

611 

Myopia . 

42 

51 

93 

Myopic  Astigmatism . 

130 

180 

310 

Emmetropia . 

31 

30 

61 

Mixed  Astigmatism . . . 

13 

31 

44 

Anisometropia . 

6 

9 

15 

Nil . " . 

20 

37 

57 

Squint  Occlusion . 

203 

163 

366 

Total . 

836 

858 

1694 

B. — Diseases  of  the  Eye. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Muscle  Disorders— 

Nystagmus . 

— 

— 

— 

Squint . . . 

180 

134 

314 

Disease  of  the  Conjunctivas  and  Lids— 

Conjunctivitis . 

10 

12 

22 

Blepharitis . 

2 

1 

3 

Meibomian  Cyst . 

Disease  of  the  Cornea — 

Nebulae . 

Keratitis . 

4 

11 

15 

Ulcer . 

6 

2 

8 

Disease  of  the  Lens— 

Cataract . 

Other  Defects . 

1 

3 

4 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOLS. 
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Open-air  Schools. 

The  Frederick  Road  Day  School,  which  provides  accommodation  for  70 
delicate  children,  was  opened  on  the  28th  August,  1916. 

The  Barr  Hill  Day  School,  which  provides  accommodation  for  100  delicate 
children,  was  opened  on  the  30th  May,  1924. 

Both  these  schools  were  closed  when  evacuation  took  place,  and  have  not 
yet  been  reopened. 

The  children  admitted  to  the  Open-air  Schools  are  selected  by  examination 
by  the  Medical  Staff,  and  the  parents  are  urged  to  get  any  defects,  such  as 
enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  or  decayed  teeth,  remedied  before  admission  to 
the  schools. 

No  children  are  admitted  who  are  considered  likely  to  be  a  source  of  infection 
to  others. 

Three  meals  are  provided — breakfast,  dinner  and  tea— for  which  a 
maximum  charge  of  5s.  per  week  is  made.  After  dinner  the  children  rest  in  the 
recumbent  position  for  1-1^  hours. 

Children  who  have  been  discharged  from  the  Open-air  Schools  to  the 
ordinary  schools  are  invited  periodically  to  the  Clinic,  for  observation  of  their 
further  progress. 


Open-air  Schools, 

Year  1939. 

FREDERICK 

ROAD. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Number  of  Admissions  during  1939 . 

.  38 

23 

61 

Number  of  Discharges  during  1939 . 

.  31 

25 

56 

Number  of  Children  on  Register  at  end  of 

Year  1939 . . . 

.  53 

31 

84 

Children  Discharged  During  1939. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Average  "  Stay  ”  in  School  (weeks) . 

. 33-0 

343 

33-6 

Average  Gain  in  Weight . lbs.  6  0 

90 

7-5 

yr.  mth. 

yr.  mth. 

yr.  mth. 

Average  Age  on  Admission . 

.  8  7 

8  10  ... 

.  8  8 
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OPEN-AIR  SCHOOLS,  YEAR  1939,  Frederick  Road . — Continued. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Transferred  to  Ordinary  School . 

30 

17 

47 

Left,  aged  14 . 

1 

— 

1 

Taken  off  Rolls  (deceased) . 

— 

1 

1 

,,  ,,  ,,  (removed  from  district) .... 

— 

3 

3 

,,  ,,  ,,  (parents  request) . 

— 

3 

3 

Admitted  to  Resident  School  for  Epileptics 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

31 

25 

56 

Classification  of  Diseases  from  which  the  above  Discharged 

Children  were  Suffering. 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 


Tuberculosis,  Lungs . 

,,  ,,  (Suspected) 

,,  Bones . 

,,  Skin . 

,,  Glands . 

,,  ,,  (Suspected) 

,,  Abdomen . 

,,  ,,  (Suspected) 

Bronchitis . . 

Malnutrition . 

Chorea  (suspected)  . 

Epilepsy . 

Chronic  Laryngitis . 

Neurosis . 

Debility . 

Delicate  . 

Anaemia . 

Post-pneumonic  Fibrosis . 

Epilepsy  (suspected) . 

Tuberculosis  Contact . 


Total 


1  ....  1 


2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

.... 

1 

1 

— 

.... 

1 

1 

10 

5 

15 

3 

«... 

2 

5 

1 

.... 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— • 

.... 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

- — - 

.... 

1 

1 

9 

.... 

8 

17 

1 

.... 

1 

2 

2 

.... 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

.... 

— 

2 

31 

25 

56 

BARR  HILL. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

Number  of  Admissions  during  1939 . 

31 

21 

52 

Number  of  Discharges  during  1939 . 

Number  of  Children  on  Register  at  end  of 

35 

32 

67 

Year  1939. . 

56 

49 

105 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOLS. 
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OPEN-AIR  SCHOOLS,  YEAR 

1939,  Barr 

Hill. — Continued. 

Children  Discharged  during 

1939. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Average  “  Stay  ”  in  School  (weeks). 

. 438 

....  398 

41  8 

Average  Gain  in  Weight . 

...lbs.  7-8 

7-8 

78 

yr.  mth.  yr.  mth. 

yr.  mth 

Average  Age  on  Admission . 

.  9  3 

....  9  9 

9  6 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

Transferred  to  Ordinary  School . 

.  26 

27 

53 

Left,  aged  14..... . 

2 

1 

3 

Taken  off  Rolls  (parents  request) . 

.  4 

3 

7 

,,  ,,  ,,  (unfit  at  present) . 

.  — 

1 

1 

,,  ,,  ,,  (left  district) . 

.  1 

— - 

1 

,,  ,,  ,,  (hospital  schools)  ... 

.  2 

— 

2 

Total  35 

32 

67 

Classification  of  Diseases  from  which  the  above  Discharged 

Children  were  Suffering. 


Boys.  Girls. 


Total. 


Tuberculosis,  Lungs  (Early) . 

,,  ,,  (Suspected) . 

,,  Glands . 

,,  ,,  (Suspected) . 

,,  Abdomen  . 

,,  ,,  (Suspected) . 

,,  Bones  and  Joints . 

,,  ,,  ,,  (Suspected). 

Delicate . 

Anaemia . 

Bronchitis . 

Rickets . 

Rheumatism . 

Infantile  Paralysis . 

Malnutrition . 

Epilepsy . 

Asthma  . 

Post-pneumonic  Fibrosis . 

Chronic  Otorrhcea . 


1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

10 

13 

23 

5 

3 

8 

5 

6 

.... 

11 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

.... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

6 

2 

.... 

8 

— 

1 

1 

2 

..  — 

2 

2 

1 

.... 

3 

1 

— 

.... 

1 

35 

32 

.... 

67 

Total 
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Orthopaedic  Scheme. 

The  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  attends  the  Hospital  twice  weekly  for  the  purpose 
of  (1)  reviewing  cases  of  orthopaedic  defect  referred  to  him  by  the  School 
Medical  Inspectors,  and  (2)  carrying  out  orthopaedic  operations  where  necessary. 

The  Orthopaedic  Nurse  attends  at  Special  clinics  held  weekly  at  Regent 
Road  (four  sessions).  Police  Street  (two  sessions)  and  Murray  Street  (one  session), 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  with 
respect  to  massage,  exercises  and  appliances.  She  also  attends  the  sessions  of 
the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  at  Hope  Hospital. 

Details  of  the  work  done  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  and  nurse  during  the 
year  1939,  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  are  as  follow  : — - 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Number  of  cases  examined  by  the  Orthopaedic 
Surgeon . 

146 

162 

308 

Recommended  for 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Resident  Cripple  School . . . 

12 

7 

19 

Day  Cripple  School  . 

29 

26 

55 

Resident  School  for  Epileptic  Mental  Defective 

1 

1 

2 

Unfit  for  any  School . 

1 

2 

3 

South  Bank  (Partially  Sighted)  Council  School  .... 

1 

— 

1 

Ordinary  School . 

102 

126 

228 

Total . 

146 

162 

308 

Treatment  Recommended. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Hospital  In-patient . . . . 

14 

17 

31 

Massage . . .  \  ^Clinic) . 

21 

1 

36 

5 

57 

6 

Exercises  1 

Surgical  Appliances . 

Valgus  or  Varus  Wedges . 

6 

7 

13 

Plaster,  Pads,  etc . 

3 

9 

12 

To  continue  attending  other  Hospitals 

To  be  kept  under  observation . 

73 

57 

130 

X-ray  . 

9 

1 1 

20 

Discharged . 

19 

20 

39 

Total . 

146 

162 

308 
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Treatment  Administered. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Operative . 

13 

14 

27 

Remedial  Exercises  and  Massage.  Number  of 
attendances . 

960 

1572 

2532 

Renewal  or  Supervision  of  Plaster,  Surgical  Boots 

or  Splints.  Number  of  attendances . 

Electrical  Treatment.  Number  of  Attendances  . 

283 

384 

667 

School  Hygiene. 

As  regards  sanitation  the  schools  were  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
who  have  paid  altogether  6  visits. 

Provision  of  Meals. 

At  five  of  the  centres  the  preparation  of  meals  is  carried  out  on  the  premises. 
With  regard  to  the  other  centres,  including  one  additional  this  year,  the  usual 
arrangements  as  to  the  cooking  of  dinners  at  the  central  kitchen,  and  convey¬ 
ance  of  the  food  to  the  meals  centres  have  been  carried  out. 

Breakfasts  are  supplied  at  one  centre. 

The  number  of  children  supplied  with  meals  shows  an  increase  during  the 
year,  the  average  monthly  number  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  war  being  2,015,  as 
compared  with  1,576,  for  the  previous  year. 

Children  examined  in  the  schools  by  the  Medical  Officers  and  found  to  be 
suffering  from  malnutrition  are  referred  for  investigation  into  the  parents’ 
means  and,  where  necessary,  free  meals  are  given. 

Swimming  Instruction. 

During  the  season  just  closed,  1  Swimming  Instructor  was  appointed 
for  boys  and  1  for  girls,  and  the  number  of  attendances  of  children  during 
school  hours  at  the  several  baths  was  9,200  in  the  case  of  boys,  and  5,898 
in  the  case  of  girls,  making  a  total  of  15,098,  as  compared  with  30,866  in  the 
previous  year. 

REPORT  BY  ORGANISERS  OF  PHYSICAL  TRAINING, 
for  the  period  November  1st,  1938  to  October  31st,  1939. 

The  year  under  review  has  in  many  ways  been  a  difficult  one. 

Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  on  September  3rd,  1939,  there  was  an 
unavoidable  break  in  the  continuity  of  the  Physical  Education  programme  of 
the  City.  All  the  schools  in  the  area  were  closed  and  nearly  two-thirds  of  the 
school  population  was  evacuated  to  reception  areas  throughout  Lancashire. 
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Reviewing  the  physical  activities  in  the  educational  scheme  under  the 
following  headings — - 

(a)  Physical  Education  in  the  schools  ; 

(b)  Teachers’  classes  ; 

(c)  Recreative  physical  training  ; 

we  beg  to  report  as  follows  • — 

(a)  Physical  Education  in  the  Schools  : 

(1)  The  Standard  of  Work. 

The  proper  regard  for  the  health  of  a  child  is  a  primary  consideration 
of  every  teacher.  This  consideration  has  encouraged  the  majority  of  head 
teachers  to  provide  for  a  daily  physical  training  lesson  in  the  time-table. 
The  result  of  this  constant  and  systematic  attention  to  the  physical  welfare 
of  the  children  is  having  its  effect  in  producing  a  more  alert  and  sprightlier 
bearing,  in  addition  to  an  improved  standard  of  work. 


The  provision  of  small  equipment  such  as  mats,  bats,  hoops,  balls, 
etc.,  has  been  maintained,  and  has  added  to  the  value  of  the  lessons  as  well 
as  the  enjoyment  of  the  children. 


(2)  Playground  Activities. 

No  scheme  of  Physical  Education  would  be  complete  without  games  train¬ 
ing,  not  only  as  a  means  of  recreation,  but  as  a  definite  mental  and  moral 
training. 


The  majority  of  playgrounds  are  now  provided  with  all  markings 
necessary  for  the  playing  of  minor  team  games  as  suggested  in  the 
Board  of  Education  1933  Syllabus.  Many  schools  reserve  one  period  per 
week  for  the  playing  of  this  type  of  game. 


(3)  Clothing. 

The  enthusiastic  efforts  which  many  teachers  make  to  equip  their 
children  with  suitable  gymnastic  clothing  is  to  be  highly  commended, 
particularly  when  there  are  such  big  difficulties  to  be  faced  in  this  respect 
in  many  parts  of  the  area. 


A  large  number  of  children  now  make  a  complete  change  of  clothing, 
being  much  encouraged  in  this  by  the  teachers.  Thus  the  risk  of  taking 
cold  is  minimised  while  enabling  the  exercise  to  be  performed  with  a  greater 
degree  of  accuracy  and  enjoyable  vigour. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOLS. 


17 


(4)  Swimming. 

The  undoubted  value  of  swimming  as  an  exercise  for  health  and 
development  entitles  it  to  rank  as  part  of  the  normal  physical  training  of 
every  school  child,  not  medically  unfit. 

Changes  in  the  arrangements  this  season  provided  that  an  unauthorised 
attendant  was  always  present,  beside  the  instructor,  as  a  measure  of  safety 
while  the  children  were  being  taught. 

The  swimming  staff  consisted  of— 


2  full-time  instructors  |  . 

„  .  .  >  for  boys. 

1  part-time  instructor  I 


2  full-time  instructresses 


2  part-time  instructresses 


There  were  ninety-nine  £•  hr.  periods  for  classes  of  30  children,  and 
eighteen  f  hr.  periods  for  classes  of  20  children,  per  week. 

Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  which  caused  swimming  to  finish  on 
July  26th,  1939,  and  a  late  beginning,  the  season  was  an  exceptionally 
short  one,  but  these  difficulties  did  not  prevent  a  number  of  swimming 
galas  being  held,  and  the  keenness  of  the  swimming  staff  and  the  interest 
of  the  head  and  assistant  teachers  promised  good  results. 

(5)  Playing  Fields. 

Good  use  was  made  throughout  the  year  of  all  parks  and  open  spaces 
for  the  playing  of  organised  games  during  school  hours. 

The  grounds  were  marked  for  winter  and  summer  games  and  plenty 
of  apparatus  was  provided. 

Excellent  use  was  made  of  the  Committee’s  playing  field  at  Lower 
Broughton  for  organised  games  both  during  and  out  of  school  hours.  A 
running  track  along  the  river  bank  has  now  been  completed,  and  was  used 
considerably  by  children  practising  for  the  Salford  Schools’  Athletic  Asso¬ 
ciation  Sports. 

This  playing  field,  which  has  an  area  of  6J  acres,  is  used  by  nine  schools 
(both  boys’  and  girls’  departments)  for  playing  winter  and  summer  games. 
The  plentiful  supply  of  apparatus,  combined  with  suitably  marked  pitches 
and  the  excellent  playing  condition  in  which  the  ground  is  kept,  combine 
to  make  this  a  first-rate  place  of  training  for  the  children. 

( b )  Teachers’  Classes. 

Arrangements  had  been  completed  and  teachers  notified  to  attend  refresher 
physical  training  courses  extending  from  August  29th  to  September  8th,  1939. 
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Thirty  men  teachers  had  been  enrolled  to  attend  a  course  at  the  Salford 
Grammar  School  gymnasium,  and  31  women  teachers  applied  to  take  the  infants’ 
course  and  32  for  the  course  on  work  for  older  children,  both  of  which  were 
to  have  been  held  at  the  Pendleton  High  School  for  Girls. 

Unfortunately,  owing  to  the  international  situation,  these  courses  had  to 
be  cancelled. 

(c)  Recreative  Physical  Training  : 

Evening  classes  in  recreative  physical  training  for  men  were  conducted  in 
four  different  centres,  namely,  the  Evening  School  of  Commerce,  Salford  Lads’ 
Club,  Windsor  Institute  and  St.  Luke’s  Institute.  Eight  classes  were  held  each 
week  with  an  average  attendance  of  20  students.  A  good  attendance  was  main¬ 
tained  throughout  the  season. 

Women’s  classes  were  held  in  five  different  centres— the  Evening  School  of 
Commerce,  Halton  Bank  Evening  School,  the  Juvenile  Instruction  Centre, 
Windsor  Institute  and  the  Jewish  Girls’  Club.  The  attendance  maintained  a 
high  level  throughout  the  season. 

Conclusion. 

The  introduction  of  evacuation  provided  the  majority  of  school  children 
with  a  complete  change  from  the  conditions  of  a  crowded  city  life,  to  that  of  a 
rural  one,  with  its  fresh  pure  air,  cleaner  conditions  and  a  change  of  diet. 

In  some  of  the  reception  areas,  in  addition  to  their  ordinary  physical  train¬ 
ing,  provision  was  made  for  Salford  children  to  have  swimming  lessons,  and  in 
one  area  a  very  successful  games  league  was  run. 

Although  the  continuity  of  the  physical  education  scheme,  with  its  daily 
lesson,  organised  games,  and  visits  to  the  baths,  was  in  many  instances  no 
longer  available,  the  new  conditions  did  contribute  to  an  improved  physical 
condition  of  the  children. 

Co-operation  of  Voluntary  Bodies. 

The  co-operation  of  the  Invalid  Children’s  Aid  Association,  the  Crippled 
Children’s  Help  Association,  etc.,  has  been  obtained  in  a  number  of  cases. 
Through  these  agencies  a  considerable  number  of  children  have  been  sent  to 
Holiday  and  Convalescent  Homes  at  the  seaside,  or  in  the  country,  and  in  the 
case  of  some  of  the  cripples  part  of  the  cost  of  suitable  apparatus  has  been 
supplied  by  these  voluntary  bodies. 

During  the  year  1939,  the  number  of  children  of  school  age  who  have  been 
dealt  with  by  the  Invalid  Children’s  Aid  Association  is  80,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  dealt  with  in  co-operation  with  other  Committees  and 
Funds  is  as  follows  : — 
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Convalescent  treatment  for  periods  varying 
from  1^  to  8  weeks,  total  number  of  weeks 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

126,  an  average  of  3 \  weeks  per  child  .... 

20 

15 

35 

Kept  under  supervision  and  home-visited. 

22 

23 

45 

Grants  of  approximately  £ 5 . 

6 

5 

11 

Clothing,  Milk  and  Eggs . 

5 

4 

9 

Blind,  Deaf,  Defective  and  Epileptic  Children. 

A  list  of  the  children  maintained  in  special  institutions  will  be  found  in 
Tables  S  IIIa.  and  S  IIIb.  in  the  Statistical  Tables. 

Ineducable  mentally  defectives  are  notified  to  the  local  authority  which  is 
the  Mental  Deficiency  Act  Committee  of  the  Lancashire  County. 

A  list  of  educable  mentally  defective  children  who  have  reached  the  age  of 
16  is  sent  to  the  local  authority  for  information  with  a  view  to  supervision. 

The  South  Bank  (Partially  Sighted)  Council  School. 

There  were  34  children  on  the  rolls  when  evacuation  took  place,  and  the 
teachers  at  the  School  constitute  the  After-care  Committee. 

Secondary  Schools. 


1.  Medical  Inspection  :  — 

(a)  The  Schools  provided  by  the  Local  Education  Authority,  as  set  out, 
namely  : — 


The  Salford  Grammar  School. 

The  Pendleton  High  School  for  Girls. 

The  Broughton  High  School  for  Girls. 

The  Junior  Technical  School. 

The  Junior  Art  School. 

and  the  non-provided,  but  aided,  Adelphi  House  Secondary  School 
for  Girls,  are  subjected  to  routine  medical  inspection. 

( b )  Full  medical  inspection  takes  place  annually,  of  all  pupils.  Those 

who  were  inspected  in  the  preceding  year  and  have  continued  in 
perfect  health  and  show  a  satisfactory  increase  in  weight  are  not 
always  required  to  undress. 

(c)  All  pupils  in  attendance  at  the  School  are  inspected. 
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(d)  The  following  up  is  undertaken  by  the  Medical  Inspector  at  the  next 
annual  examination,  if  not  before.  Head  Teachers  are  also  furnished 
with  the  names  of  pupils  who  require  treatment,  and  they 
voluntarily  do  a  great  deal  of  following  up  before  the  next  medical 
inspection  is  due. 


2.  Medical  Treatment  : — 

(a)  Pupils  who  are  suffering  from  Defective  Vision,  Dental  Disease,  En¬ 

larged  Tonsils  and/or  Adenoids,  and  any  Physical  Defect  requiring 
Orthopaedic  treatment,  are  allowed  to  participate  in  the  Authority’s 
scheme  of  arrangement  for  treatment  of  these  complaints. 

(b)  The  treatment  is  available  for  all  types  of  pupils. 

(c)  Payment  of  the  costs  of  any  medical  treatment  provided  are  recovered 

from  the  parents,  in  full,  where  possible.  Where,  after  investiga¬ 
tion  of  parents’  means,  circumstances  do  not  permit  the  full  charge 
to  be  made,  a  proportion  is  authorised. 


Tables  showing  the  number  of  pupils  examined  and  the  findings  of  the 
Medical  Inspector  will  be  found  in  the  Statistical  Tables. 


Miscellaneous. 

A  number  of  Teachers,  Student  Teachers,  Intending  Teachers,  and  special 
cases  have  been  medically  examined  by  the  Medical  Officers  during  the  year. 
( See  Table  S  Ib.  in  the  Statistical  Tables). 


The  total  number  of  children  in  the  code  groups  medically  examined  in 
the  Elementary  Schools  during  the  year  amounted  to  6,243. 


During  the  year  17,114  invitations  were  sent  out  to  children  referred  for 
medical  treatment,  and  there  were  12,315  attendances  ;  4,647  cases  were 

discharged  from  the  Clinic,  87  39  per  cent,  of  which  were  remedied.  ( See  pages 
29-30  of  Statistical  Tables). 


Summary  of  Examinations. 

During  the  year  1939,  43,761  examinations  were  conducted  by  the  Medical 
Officers  of  the  Education  Committee. 
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These  examinations  were  made  up  as  follow  : — 

(a)  Children  belonging  to  Code  Groups  examined  in  the  Schools  6243 

( b )  Children  under  School  age  examined  in  the  Schools .  806 

(c)  Cases  of  visual  defects  examined  by  retinoscopy  at  Chapel 

Street .  1694 

(d)  Absentees  and  cases  of  disease  or  defect  examined  by  the 

Medical  Officers  at  Regent  Road  Centre,  Murray 
Street  Centre  and  Police  Street  Centre .  11,183 

( e )  Verminous  cases  in  which  cleansing  notices  have  been 

served  under  Section  87  of  the  Education  Act,  1921, 
Examined  at  Regent  Road .  238 

( f )  Teachers,  Student  Teachers,  Intending  Teachers,  and 

various  special  cases  examined .  370 

(g)  Children  examined  in  the  schools  by  the  School  Dentists  21,631 

(. h )  Children  examined  in  Secondary  Schools .  1,050 

(i)  Employment  Certificates  issued .  186 

(j)  Children  examined  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic .  308 

(k)  Children  examined  under  the  Children  and  Young  Persons 

Act,  1933 .  3 

(/)  Children  examined  at  the  Junior  Instruction  Centre .  49 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  I. 


Return  of  Medical  Inspections  during  the  Year  Ended 

31st  December,  1939. 


A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections— 

Entrants . 

943 

898 

1841 

Intermediates . 

1175 

1174 

2349 

Leavers . 

1039 

1014 

2053 

Total . 

3157 

3086 

6243 

*Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections . 

397 

409 

806 

*These  figures  represent  3-year  and  4-year  old  entrants. 


B. — Other  Inspections. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections . 

3230 

. 

2918 

6148 

Number  of  Re-inspections . 

2686 

2349 

5035 

Total . 

5916 

5267 

11183 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOLS. 
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TABLE  II. 


A. — Return  of  Defects  Found  in  the  Course  of  Medical 

Inspection  in  1939. 


ROUTINE 

INSPECTION. 

SPECIALS. 

DEFECTS  OR  DISEASES. 

No. 

referred  for 
treatment. 

No.  requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

observation. 

No. 

referred  for 
treatment. 

No.  requiring  to  be 
kept  under 
observation,  but 
not  referred  for 
treatment. 

Skin — 

Ringworm,  head . 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

bodv . 

14 

Scabies . 

12 

3 

155 

— 

Impetigo . 

2 

5 

317 

— 

Other  Diseases  (Non- 

Tubercular) . 

10 

11 

1694 

— 

Eye — 

• 

Blepharitis . 

11 

54 

Conj  unctivitis . 

3 

101 

Keratitis . . . 

— 

— 

Corneal  Opacities . . . 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Defective  Vision . . . 

350 

2 

17 

- - - 

Squint . 

55 

— 

11 

— 

Other  Conditions . 

14 

1 

57 

3 

Ear — 

Defective  Hearing . 

13 

5 

46 

11 

Otitis  Media . . . 

48 

1 

283 

— 

Other  Ear  Diseases . 

11 

1 

69 

14 

Nose  and  Throat — - 

Enlarged  Tonsils . 

93 

87 

32 

60 

Adenoids..., . 

17 

10 

6 

8 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

245 

27 

399 

210 

Other  Conditions . 

35 

27 

229 

65 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non- 

Tubercular) . 

33 

6 

133 

24 

Defective  Speech . 

16 

1 

3 

4 

Heart  and  Circulation — 

Heart  Disease,  Organic . 

1 

4 

14 

31 

,,  ,,  Functional..... 

- — - 

8 

14 

33 

Anaemia . 

18 

31 

44 

31 

Lungs — 

Bronchitis . 

13 

18 

59 

79 

Other  Non-Tubercular  Diseases 

1 

3 

56 

1 

32 

J 
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TABLE  II.— Continued. 


A. — Return  of  Defects  Found  in  the  Course  of  Medical 

Inspection  in  1939. 


DEFECTS  OR  DISEASES. 

ROUTINE 

INSPECTION. 

SPECIALS. 

No. 

referred  for 
treatment. 

No.  requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

observation. 

No. 

referred  for 
treatment. 

No.  requiring  to  be 
kept  under 
observation,  but 
not  referred  for 
treatment. 

Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary,  Definite . 

— 

— 

5 

1 

,,  Suspected . 

— 

— 

9 

18 

Non-Pulmonary,  Glands . 

— 

1 

8 

8 

,,  Bones  and  Joints 

— 

— 

— 

2 

,,  Skin . 

— 

— 

— •• 

— 

,,  Other  Forms. 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Nervous  System- — - 

Epilepsy . 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Chorea . 

— 

— - 

20 

19 

Other  Conditions . 

1 

- — - 

17 

18 

Deformities — 

Rickets . 

3 

— 

1 

2 

Spinal  Curvature . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Forms . 

19 

2 

25 

5 

Other  Defects  or  Diseases . 

69 

75 

960 

210 

B. — Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  during  the 

Year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups. 


Age-groups. 

Number  of 
Children 
Inspected. 

A. 

Excellent. 

B. 

Normal. 

C. 

Slightly 

Sub-normal. 

D. 

Bad. 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

Entrants . 

1841 

346 

1879 

1172 

63-66 

315 

17-11 

8 

•44 

Second  Age- 
group 

2349 

414 

17-62 

1407 

59-90 

508 

21-63 

20 

•85 

Third  Age- 

group 

2053 

462 

22-50 

1243 

60  55 

339 

16-51 

9 

•44 

Other  Routine 
Inspections  .. 

806 

135 

16-75 

565 

70-10 

102 

12-65 

4 

•50 

Total  . 

7049 

1357 

19-25 

4387 

62-24 

1264 

17-93 

41 

•58 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOLS. 
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TABLE  III. 

Return  of  Blind  and  Deaf  Children  in  the  Area  and  Statement  of  the 
NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31ST,  1939, 
by  the  Local  Education  Authority  to  the  Local  Mental  Deficiency 
Authority. 


c/i 

O 

PQ 

Girls. 

Total. 

ti\  Snitahle  fnr  traininp'  in  a  School 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Blind . 

3 

3 

6 

for  the  totally  blind. 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools  . 

Blind 

At  other  Institutions  .. 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . 

1 

1 

2 

Deaf 

(i)  Suitable  for  training  in 
for  the  totally  deaf  or 
dumb. 

a  School 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Deaf . 

15 

1 1 

26 

(including 
deaf  and 
dumb) 

deaf  and 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools  . 

1 

1 

At  other  Institutions . 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . 

1.  (i)  Children  incapable  of  receiving  benefit  or  further 
benefit  from  instruction  in  a  Special  School : 

(a)  Idiots  . 

( b )  Imbeciles  . 

1 

1 

(c)  Others  . 

7 

2 

9 

(ii)  Children  unable  to  be  instructed  in  a  Special 
School  without  detriment  to  the  interests  of 
other  children  : 

(a)  Moral  defectives . 

1 

1 

( b )  Others  . 

Mentally 

Defective 

2.  Feeble-minded  children  notified  on  leaving  a 
Special  School  on  or  before  attaining  the  age  of  16 

— 

1 

1 

3.  Feeble-minded  children  notified  under  Article  3, 
i.e.,  “  special  circumstances  ”  cases . 

Note. — No  child  should  be  notified  under 
Article  3  until  the  Board  have  issued 
a  formal  certificate  (Form  308  M)  to 
the  Authority. 

4.  Children  who  in  addition  to  being  mentally  de¬ 
fective  were  blind  or  deaf  . 

Note. — No  blind  or  deaf  child  should  be  noti¬ 
fied  without  reference  to  the  Board — 
see  Article  2,  proviso  (ii). 

TABLE  Ilia. 

Mentally  Defective  Children  Examined  during  1939  by  the 

Medical  Officer. 


' 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Idiots  and  Imbeciles . 

3 

3 

Feeble-minded . 

36 

31 

67 

Feeble-minded  and  Paralysis . 

• — 

1 

1 

Moral  Defective . 

— 

2 

2 

Dull  or  Backward  . 

44 

32 

76 

Total . 

83 

66 

149 
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TABLE  Ilia. — Continued. 


Physically  Defective  Children  (Cripples,  Epileptics,  etc.). 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Epilepsy  . 

3 

o 

5 

Tuberculosis  (Non-Pulmonary) . 

22 

15 

37 

Rickets . . . 

10 

4 

14 

Congenital  Malformation . 

10 

12 

22 

Infantile  Paralysis . 

12 

10 

22 

Weakness  and  Paralysis,  other  than  Infantile. 

8 

10 

18 

Postural  Defect . 

7 

24 

31 

Deaf . 

1 

1 

2 

Blind  . 

1 

— 

1 

Defect  due  to  Injury . 

13 

7 

20 

Spinal  Curvature . 

4 

3 

7 

Torticollis . . . 

2 

3 

5 

Deformity  Acquired . 

34 

54 

88 

Disease  of  Bone . . 

19 

16 

35 

,,  ,,  Joints  (definite  or  suspected) _ 

— 

■ — 

,,  ,,  Muscle . 

— 

— 

Normal . 

r 

0 

4 

9 

Total . . 

151 

165 

316 

Return  of  Defects  Treated  during  the  Year  Ended 

31st  December,  1939. 

TABLE  IV. 

TREATMENT  TABLES. 

Group  I. — Minor  Ailments  (Excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  see 

Group  V.). 


I 

Number  of  Defects  Treated  or 
under  Treatment  during  the  Year. 


Disease  or  Defect. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

Skin — 

Ringworm,  Scalp . 

• — - 

— 

— 

Bodv . 

14 

_ _ _ 

14 

Scabies . 

152 

3 

155 

Impetigo . 

314 

3 

317 

Other  Skin  Diseases . 

1647 

47 

1694 

Minor  Eye  Defects . 

219 

25 

244 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  cases 
falling  in  Group  II.). 

Minor  Ear  Defects . 

386 

16 

402 

Miscellaneous . 

363 

39 

402 

(Minor  Injuries,  Bruises,  Sores,  etc.). 

Total . 

3095 

133 

3228 
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Group  II.— Defective  Vision  and  Squint,  Excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects 

Treated  as  Minor  Ailments  (Group  I.). 


Number  of  Defects  dealt  with. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

Under 

the 

Authority’s 

Scheme. 

Submitted  to 
refraction 
by  Private 
Practitioner  or 
at  Hospital, 
apart  from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including 
Squint) . 

1694 

— 

7 

1701 

Other  Defects  or  Diseases  of 
the  Eyes  (excluding  those 
recorded  in  Group  I.) . 

_ 

. 

_ 

Total . 

1694 

7 

1701 

Total  number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme .  1042 

( b )  Otherwise .  5 

Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme .  1042 

(b)  Otherwise .  5 


Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme  in 
Clinic  or 
Hospital. 

By  Private 
Practitioner 
or  Hospital, 
apart  from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Total. 

Received 
other 
Forms  of 
Treatment. 

Total 

Number 

Treated. 

322 

12 

334 

198 

532 

Group  IV. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 


UNDER  THE  AUTHORITY’S  SCHEME. 

OTHERWISE. 

Total 

Number 

Treated. 

■ 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

Education. 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

Education. 

N  on-  Residential 
treatment  at 
an  Orthopaedic 
Clinic. 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

Education. 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

Education. 

Non-Residential 
treatment  at 
an  Orthopaedic 
Clinic. 

Number  of  Children 
treated . 

26 

— 

176 

2 

— 

18 

203 
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Group  V. — Dental  Defects. 

(1)  Number  of  children  who  were  :  Number 

(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist  :  of 

Aged  :  Children.  Total. 

Routine  Age  Groups,  5  years .  1694 

6  „  1790 

7  ,,  1976 

8  „  2194 

9  „  2252 

10  „  2360 

11  „  2373 

12  „  2406 

13  „  2296 

14  ,,  339 

-  19680 

Specials . 1951 

Grand  Total . 21631 

(i b )  Found  to  require  treatment .  12523 


(c)  Actually  treated .  5500 

(2)  Half-days  devoted  to  (a)  Inspection .  133 

( b )  Treatment . 948 

—  1081 

(3)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment .  11525 

(4)  Fillings  (a)  Permanent  Teeth .  3504 

(. b )  Temporary  Teeth .  — 

-  3504 

(5)  Extractions  (a)  Permanent  Teeth .  2519 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth .  8598 

-  11117 

(6)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions .  1 

(7)  Other  Operations  (a)  Permanent  Teeth .  1871 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth .  67 

-  1938 


Group  VI. — Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 


(i.)  Average  number  of  visits  per  School  made  during  the  year  by  the 
School  Nurses . 

(ii.)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  by  the 


School  Nurses .  49099 

(iii.)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean .  891 


(iv.)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by  the 

Local  Education  Authority .  77 

(v.)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  w^ere  taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  .  — 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws .  — 
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Results  of  Treatment  of  Defects  of  Children  Discharged  from 

Clinics  during  1939. 


Defects  or  Diseases. 

Remedied. 

Improved. 

No  change 
or  no 
report. 

Total. 

Percentage 

remedied. 

Malnutrition. . 

4 

1 

2 

7 

5714 

Uncleanliness,  head . 

4 

2 

6 

66-67 

,,  body . 

Skin — 

— 

Ringworm,  head.. 

„  body . 

7 

— 

— 

7 

100-00 

Scabies . 

139 

1 

2 

142 

97-89 

Impetigo . 

381 

12 

57 

450 

84-67 

Other  Diseases — 

(Non-Tubercular) . 

1660 

21 

70 

1751 

94-80 

Eye — 

Blepharitis . 

34 

5 

1 

40 

85-00 

Conjunctivitis . 

72 

6 

8 

86 

83-72 

Keratitis . 

_ _ m 

Corneal  Ulcer . 

4 

1 

5 

80-00 

Corneal  Opacities.  .  . 

*Defective  Vision . 

4 

1 

1 

6 

66-67 

*Squint . 

2 

— 

1 

3 

66-67 

Other  Conditions . 

74 

2 

5 

81 

91-36 

Ear — 

Defective  Hearing . 

15 

1 

3 

19 

78-95 

Otitis  Media . 

160 

8 

27 

195 

82-05 

Other  Ear  Diseases . 

113 

2 

8 

123 

91-87 

Nose  and  Throat — 

Enlarged  Tonsils . 

124 

7 

18 

149 

83-22 

Adenoids . 

4 

— 

2 

6 

66-67 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

293 

3 

57 

353 

83-00 

Other  Conditions . 

162 

7 

13 

182 

89  01 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands — 

(Non-Tubercular) . 

107 

5 

5 

117 

91-45 

Defective  Speech . 

*Teeth — Dental  Disease . . 

7 

: 

5 

12 

58-33 

Heart  and  Circulation — 

Heart  Disease,  Organic . 

— 

8 

4 

12 

— 

,,  ,,  Functional. . 

9 

10 

7 

26 

34-61 

Anaemia . 

34 

3 

7 

44 

77-27 

*  These  figures  include  cases  coming  under  the  notice  of  the  School  Doctor 
at  the  Inspection  Clinic,  and  do  not  include  the  great  bulk  of  cases  treated  at  the 
Ophthalmic  and  Dental  Clinics. 
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Results  of  Treatment  of  Defects  of  Children  Discharged  from 

Clinics  during  1939. — Continued. 


Defects  or  Diseases. 

Remedied. 

Improved. 

No  change 
or  no 
report. 

Total. 

Percentage 

remedied. 

Lungs — 

Bronchitis . 

83 

12 

10 

105 

79-05 

Other  Non-Tubercular  Diseases 

32 

1 

8 

41 

78-05 

Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary,  Definite . 

1 

— 

2 

3 

33-33 

,,  Suspected . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

100  00 

Non-Pulmonary,  Glands . 

3 

1 

3 

7 

42-85 

,,  Spine..... . 

— 

1 

1 

• — 

„  Hip . . 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

,,  Other  Bones 

and  Joints 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

,,  Skin . . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

,,  Other  Forms 

2 

— 

— 

2 

100  00 

Nervous  System — 

Epilepsy . . . 

1 

— 

2 

3 

33-33 

Chorea . 

8 

6 

14 

57-14 

Other  Conditions . 

12 

4 

1 

17 

70-59 

Deformities — 

Rickets . 

4 

1 

1 

6 

66-67 

Spinal  Curvature 

Other  Forms . 

23 

3 

20 

46 

50  00 

Other  Defects  or  Diseases . 

409 

16 

42 

467 

87-58 

Delicate . 

09 

10 

17 

96 

7T87 

Mentally  Defective  . 

6 

6 

Dull  and  Backward . 

— . 

— 

4 

4 

- — - 

Total.. . 

4061 

165 

421 

4647 

87-39 
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TABLE  la. 

Number  of  Children  in  Secondary  Schools  Inspected  during  1939. 

A. — Routine  Medical  Inspection. 


Prepara- 

Entrants. 

Intermediates. 

Leavers. 

Totals. 

tory. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

Boys . 

36 

55 

86 

123 

92 

35 

4 

431 

Girls. . 

230 

97 

84 

102 

58 

35 

13 

619 

Total 

266 

152 

170 

225 

150 

70 

17 

1050 

TABLE  Ila. 

A. — Routine  Inspection  of  Secondary  Schools. 


Defects  or  Diseases. 

No.  referred 
for 

Treatment. 

No.  requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation. 

Malnutrition . 

Uncleanliness,  head . 

,,  body . 

— 

— 

Skin — 

Ringworm,  head  . 

— 

— 

„  body . . . 

— 

— 

Scabies . 

— 

— 

Impetigo . 

_ 

- 

Other  Diseases  (Non-Tubercular)  . 

26 

— 

Eye— 

Blepharitis . . . 

2 

— 

Conjunctivitis . . . 

1 

— 

Keratitis . 

— 

— 

Corneal  Ulcer . 

— 

— 

Corneal  Opacities . 

— 

1 

Defective  Vision . 

169 

75 

Squint . 

8 

2 

Other  Conditions . 

4 

— - 

Ear — 

Defective  Hearing . . . 

2 

1 

Otitis  Media . 

5 

— 

Other  Ear  Diseases . 

1 

1 
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TABLE  Ha. —  Continued. 


\ 


Defects  or  Diseases. 


No.  referred 
for 

Treatment. 


No.  requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation. 


Nose  and  Throat — 

Enlarged  Tonsils . 

Adenoids . 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 
Other  Conditions . 


19 

5 

9 

14 


8 

1 


Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non-Tubercular)  3 

Defective  Speech .  — • 

Teeth — Dental  Disease . 298 


5 

1 


Heart  and  Circulation — 

Heart  Disease,  Organic . 

,,  ,,  Functional 

Anaemia . 


1 

1 

3 


2 

11 


Lungs — 

Bronchitis . 

Other  Non-Tubercular  Diseases . 

Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary,  Definite . 

,,  Suspected . 

Non-Pulmonary,  Glands . 

,,  Spine . 

„  Hip . 

,,  Other  Bones  and  Joints. 

,,  Skin . 

,,  Other  Forms . 

Nervous  System — 

Epilepsy . . 

Chorea . 

Other  Conditions . 

Deformities— 

Rickets . 

Spinal  Curvature . 

Other  Forms . 

Other  Defects  or  Diseases . 

Delicate . 

Mentally  Defective . 

Dull  and  Backward . 

No.  of  Individual  Children  having  Defects 
which  required  treatment  or  to  be  kept 
under  observation . 


4 

3 


1 

2 


92 


63 


572 


9 

1 


1 


7 

o 


73 
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TABLE  Ilia. 


Table  showing  Prevalence  of  Pediculosis  in  Secondary  Schools. 


BOYS. 

GIRLS. 

No. 

Examined. 

Heads. 

Vermin¬ 

ous 

bodies. 

No. 

Examined. 

Heads. 

Vermin¬ 

ous 

bodies. 

A. 

B 

c. 

A. 

B. 

c. 

(A) 

Aggregate 

Numbers.... 

431 

431 

_ 

_ 

619 

613 

6 

- 

_ 

(B) 

Percentages . 

— 

100-00 

— 

— 

— 

99  03 

•97 

— 

TABLE  S  I. 

Children  Examined  at  the  Inspection  Centres  by  the  Medical 

Inspectors. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

New  Cases . ,. . 

.  3230 

2918 

6148 

Re-examinations . 

.  2686 

2349 

5035 

Total  Examinations . 

.  5916 

5267 

11183 

Children  Examined 

BY  the  Eye 

Specialist. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Number  examined . 

836 

858 

1694 

Spectacles  prescribed  for . . 

.  499 

543 

1042 

,,  supplied . 

.  499 

543 

1042 

TABLE  S  lb. 


Medical  Examination  of  Teachers,  Etc. 


Intending  and  Student  Teachers . . . . .  — 

Entrants  to  Secondary  Schools . . .  294 

Other  Special  Examinations . « . . .  79 
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TABLE  S  Ila. 

Classification  of  Special  Cases. 

Examined  by  the  Medical  Inspectors,  at  the  Inspection  Centres,  during 

the  Year  1939. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

Examina¬ 

tions. 

1st 

Exam. 

Re¬ 

examined. 

1st 

Exam. 

Re¬ 

examined. 

Number  of  cases  examined . 

3230 

2686 

2918 

2349 

11183 

Malnutrition . 

17 

8 

16 

8 

49 

Cleanliness,  head . 

— 

— 

7 

6 

13 

„  body . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Skin — 

Ringworm,  head . 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

,,  body . 

7 

17 

6 

5 

35 

Impetigo . 

183 

224 

132 

148 

687 

Scabies . 

79 

90 

77 

111 

357 

Alopecia . 

9 

11 

22 

25 

67 

Other  Diseases . 

962 

825 

695 

647 

3129 

Eye — 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint . 

11 

3 

17 

1 

32 

External  Eye  Disease . 

111 

238 

108 

191 

648 

Ear — 

Defective  Hearing . 

27 

15 

27 

16 

85 

Ear  Disease . 

203 

319 

168 

251 

941 

Teeth — - 

Dental  Disease . 

66 

11 

65 

7 

149 

Nose  and  Throat — 

Enlarged  Tonsils . 

56 

18 

37 

7 

118 

Adenoids . 

8 

2 

7 

17 

Enlarged  Tonsils  &  Adenoids.... 

311 

157 

304 

154 

926 

Tonsillitis . 

23 

31 

40 

33 

127 

Rhinitis . 

39 

59 

24 

42 

164 

Other  Diseases . 

73 

47 

98 

76 

294 

Defective  Speech . 

6 

— 

1 

- - 

7 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOLS 


35 


TABLE  S  Ila. — Continued. 
Classification  of  Special  Cases — Continued. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

1st 

Exam. 

Re¬ 

examined. 

1st 

Exam. 

Re¬ 

examined. 

Total 

Examina¬ 

tions. 

Heart  and  Circulation — 

Organic  Disease . 

17 

11 

25 

21 

74 

Functional  Disease . 

21 

22 

26 

17 

86 

Anaemia . 

42 

35 

35 

32 

144 

Lungs — 

(  Pulmonary  Definite . 

3 

1 

3 

— 

7 

(  Tuberculosis  Suspected . 

15 

6 

10 

8 

39 

Chronic  Bronchitis . 

82 

82 

61 

44 

269 

Other  Diseases . 

49 

30 

39 

26 

144 

Nervous  System — 

Epilepsy . 

3 

1 

3 

3 

10 

Chorea . 

13 

15 

22 

27 

77 

Mentally  Defective . 

2 

1 

3 

— 

6 

Other  Diseases . 

19 

12 

17 

10 

58 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

Glands . : . 

9 

9 

6 

3 

27 

Bones  and  Joints . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Other  Forms . 

6 

2 

1 

— 

9 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands 

(Non-Tubercular)  . 

81 

83 

81 

96 

341 

Delicate . 

68 

39 

65 

53 

225 

Rickets . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Deformities . 

7 

3 

17 

2 

29 

Other  Defects  or  Diseases . 

504 

424 

507 

402 

1837 

Dull  or  Backward . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — - 

Abscess . 

8 

11 

9 

3 

31 

Fit  for  School . 

5023 

— 

4236 

— • 

9259 
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TABLE  S  Ilia. 


Blind,  Deaf  and  Defective  Children. 

New  Cases  Sent  to  Special  Schools  during  1939. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

To  Royal  Residential  School  for  the  Deaf . 

2 

3 

5 

,,  South  Bank  (Partially  Sighted)  Council  School.... 

,  Other  Special  Schools . . . 

1  I  Tt* 

1 

1 

8 

1 

22 

Total . 

16 

12 

28 

TABLE  S.  Illb. 


Total  Number  of  Children  Maintained  in  Institutions,  at  the 
Part  Cost  of  the  Council,  as  at  September  30th,  1939. 


Name  of  Institution. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Henshaw’s  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Manchester.... 

3 

3 

6 

Catholic  Blind  School,  Liverpool . 

— 

1 

1 

Royal  Residential  Schools  for  the  Deaf,  Manchester. 

13 

11 

24 

Jews’  Deaf  and  Dumb  Home,  Wandsworth . 

1 

1 

2 

Soss  Moss  School  for  Epileptics . 

3 

3 

6 

Home  for  Epileptics,  St.  Elizabeth’s,  Much  Hadham. 

— 

1 

1 

Mary  Dendy  Home  for  Feeble-minded,  Sandlebridge. 

3 

2 

5 

Besford  Court  Mental  Welfare  Hospital,  Worcester¬ 
shire . 

1 

1 

Royal  Eastern  Counties  Institution  for  Mental 
Defectives,  Colchester . 

3 

3 

Greengate  Hospital  and  Open-air  School . 

21 

19 

40 

Boys’  and  Girls’  Refuges  and  Homes,  Bethesda  Home 

3 

— 

3 

Children’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Marple  . 

3 

4 

7 

Total . 

54 

45 

99 
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TABLE  S.  V. 

Inspection,  Treatment,  Etc.,  of  Children  during  1939. 


(1)  The  total  number  of  children  medically  inspected  (whether  Code 

Group,  special  or  ailing  child) . 

(2)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from  defects  (other  than 

uncleanliness  or  defective  clothing  or  footgear)  who  require 
to  be  kept  under  observation  (but  not  referred  for  treatment) . 

(3)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were  referred  for  treatment 

(excluding  uncleanliness,  defective  clothing,  etc.) . 

(4)  The  number  of  children  in  (3)  who  received  treatment  for  one  or 

more  defects  (excluding  uncleanliness,  defective  clothing,  etc.) 


13197 

972 

5271 

4641 


